19/17/85 



David nifton 

11818 l/2 Dorothy St., 

Los Angeles, Ca. 9(X)49 



Dear David, 

Rear 10/ Ip, from tho topJ nandkammer is a right-wing nut whoso loiters I have 
not answered in some time. He misuses, misrepresents and never lets fact intrude 
upon what he wants to have beoieved. If he has no monopoly on this, it is enough 
to justify ignoring him. 

i^* 5 de press sing part" of the 1000 Days conference, you say, "was to see how 
all conspiracy theories were put down, in a very emphatic way," and that former 
JFK people wouldn’t talk to you. What else did you expect? I' l 'e seen no theory, 
including yours, that can withhtand examination in the liglit of what is know. 
Besides, all the nuttiness, self -service and other irresponsibilities have turned 
all such people off. 



P.2; I’d heard you are writing a sequel and the joke is that it is titled 
Second Best Evidence. I’d also heard that it wate to have appeared before now. For 
it you ask two questions, numbered. 1 . : I do not recall seeing any FBI analysis 
of any of the critical books. I do recall other related information, /aid I do 
have art amusing high-level FBIHQ record relating to how they were able to 
convince a ocver that ho was, as always, right no matter how wrong. I can retrieve 
a copy of that for you without too much trouble. There also arc a number of 
defamatory records relating to about six of us that in part tiie Senate Intelligence 
Committee published. It was the FBI’s response tc a White .douse request for info. 

X think unat for tne most part such records are not in the main assassination files 
and are in other main files, probably on oacJi of us. 



In Whitewash I quoted hoover’s response to the WC question, why didn't swald 
shoot as the motorcade was approaching the TSBD on Houston, to which his alw. ys- 
feight eminence responded, because there were trees in the way. I then used a SS 
picture to mow that there wasn't a single tree cnBouston. The explanation to 
Hoover, wgich I repeat from memory, is that after the motorcade turned left off of 
Houston it was in a park, there are trees in the park, so tho Director was right. 

One of the labels in the dope the FBI gave the White House about me is that 
my wife and I annually celebrated the Eussian revolution at our how, with a gather- 
ing of about 35 dtrangers. Our hone then was a small farm, and the only time there 
were ever any number of strangers there was an annual religious gathering, by the 
Jewish Welfare ft>ard, largely for kids to gather eggs, see chicks hatch, play with 
animals, etc., just after the °ewish high holidays. Nice fabrication and it was 
thereafter distributed fairly widely. And I'm sure Effectively. 

Ooiae to think of it, I do recall a snaagga number of records on the nutty 
engineer fhompsen but they'd be hard to retrieve. He appears to have engaged them 
in correspondence, which triggered it. The same with Dick Srpague. But I recall 
no analyses of the books and I do rcc;xll records indicating their existence. I am 
ibclined to believe that Geraberling in DL also prepared reviews of sorts besides 
what was done at FBIHQ. 



In the snee of your thinking of filing an FOIA request you ask how long it 
takes, hath me they never respond until I sue but I gather from Lesar that the 
curx ent bacidog Is not what it was and that with requests involving a fairly large 
number of records it is about a hall— year.. (V/hat X used in 1978 I got by litigation, 
not voluntary FBI disclosure.) I think you are confused because Post Mortem was 
published in 1975 and it is the last book. What I got in 1978 I also got by 
litigation, iirst suing to got copies of tho general releases and then to get DL 
and HO records, with that case still in court. 




You ask if the FBI is still preparing critiques and wh ither or not they liide 
them. Vihile I liave no knowledge, I'm confident that the answer to h/oth part is 
that they do. They don't have to change the rules, as you seem to thin, to be bale 
to hide. They do this with what they eliminate from their searches. Unless Msspis 
compelled to do otherwise they'll limit search to one of the main JFK assassination 
files and to Ift£ to boot. They have ny earlier FOIA requests, for example, filed 
under a 100 classification, -gich is one of their internal security classifications 
And they have other ways of hiding by filing. 

If you have in mind seeking what they have on you, they can't make a privacy 
claim to withhold that from you, although they might if I were to request it. If 
you do make such a request, you should use both FOIA • nd PA and address both FBIH'-i 
and the field offices you think Slight have records, especially La, Newark, New York 
Dallas, etc. and address the same request to each office in addition to F30CHQ. They 
did have coverage on critics laeetings’in Hi and I'm sure 'they had cone in SF that 
they still Slide. I've seen some from LA. 

On p« 3 you ask about an FBI record about a paramilitary type toting a rifle 
and with a comment, perhaps a notation? saying 'that while that guy denies it they 
think ho is CIA. Sounds like someone told you about this and what I refer to as a 
comment sounds like what someone writes onto the typed report. I’ve net seen or 
heard of it and the closest thing that comes to mind is an FBI record stating that 
a purchase of the -^nulicher ammo of about 2,000,000 rounds was for the CIA. The 
AID people made a big thing of it and I understand that Hanftel is now working for 
Fensterw aid. 

If you ask for records on yourself, I suggest that you include desoriptsions 
that are inclusive or they may not include some. Language like regardless of 
form, content or source and thus perhaps tapes will not be omitted. I'll be 
surprised a f they do not have tapes of some of your apjeurances, for example. 

A fair amount of info from other offices also was sent to N.O. and I know 
that LA info was sent to both Kq and DL. 



Sincere ly 




